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JUST LIKE JASON ANDERSON. 

2016 PRIME FIT SQUAD. CUT TO CONTOUR RIDER FORM, FITTED FOR RACE 
PRECISION. COMPOSED FROM PERFORMANCE MATERIALS TO KEEP YOU 
COOL AND DRY. CONSTRUCTED FROM THE MOST ADVANCED, LIGHT WEIGHT 
AND STRETCH MATERIALS IN THE INDUSTRY. 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 



PHOTO BY DONN MAEDA 



“IT’S BEEN A LONG DAY WITHOUT YOU MY FRIEND, AND I’LL TELL 
YOU ALL ABOUT IT WHEN I SEE YOU AGAIN.” -WIZ KHALIFA 


■ The risks involved with our sport 
are huge, and the chance we all take 
each and every time we throw a leg 
over our motorcycles is something 
that we should never take lightly. For 
most of us, our love of motocross and 
the enjoyment that it brings us is a 
worthwhile trade-off for the dangers 
associated with it, and the risk-ver- 
sus-reward factor is something that 
we have all accepted and live with. 

This month I was deeply saddened 
when I learned of the tragic passing 
of Cloud Toda. If you're a loyal reader 
of TransWorld Motocross, you already 
know Cloud's story: The Japanese fac- 
tory Suzuki racer was paralyzed seven 
years ago in a freak crash involving an- 
other team's trainer, but he returned 
to riding on a bike modified to accom- 
modate his condition. 

My friendship with Cloudy dates 
way back to 2003 when he spent a 
season racing in the States as a pri- 
vateer. In the years that followed, I 
always looked forward to running 


into Cloud on my annual trips to Ja- 
pan to see the new bikes. Even as a 
Team Suzuki rider, he would take me 
around the pits to point out all of the 
other teams' works bikes and help 
get permission for me to photograph 
them. In 2006, Cloud came to the US 
to contest a couple Nationals, and 
he and his mechanic stayed with my 
family for weeks. Cloud was a great 
sport and played board games with 
my daughters every day, and they 
loved his positive personality and 
enthusiasm for everything American. 

After Cloud was paralyzed a cou- 
ple years later, my family and I paid a 
visit to him in Tokyo. He was remark- 
ably upbeat and swore to me that he 
would ride again. He dedicated every 
waking hour to therapy and working 
toward his goal. He even flew to Eu- 
rope for experimental stem-cell treat- 
ments in hopes of regaining his abil- 
ity to walk. 

Inspired by another one of my 
friends, Ricky James, Cloud decided 


to build an adaptive motocross bike 
like James and return to the track. 
Immediately he set a goal of earning 
an invite to the X Games Adaptive 
Moto X event. 

In 2013, Cloudy returned to the 
States to ride, and it made me anx- 
ious as I rode laps alongside him at 
Milestone MX. Just like Ricky James, 
Cloudy wasn't afraid to twist the 
throttle and launch the jumps! I was 
horrified when he crashed in front 
of me and skidded down the track 
strapped to his bike. Unbelievably 
he was laughing when we righted 
him and his bike. "There's dirt in my 
mouth!" he said. It was his first crash 
since getting back on a bike, and he 
enjoyed all of the sensations involved 
in the spill. That was Cloud, all right. 

Cloud was disappointed when X 
Games dropped the Adaptive Moto 
X event from its program. Upon 
the suggestion of his friend Taka 
Higashino, though, Cloud began 
to play around on a freestyle ramp 


and soon set a new goal of earning 
an invite to the X Games Best Whip 
contest. "If a girl can get an invite, 
why can't a paralyzed Jap?" he joked. 

Last April was the last time I saw my 
friend Cloud. In Japan on assignment, 
I went to watch him jump a 78-foot 
"lamp," as he put it. I couldn't believe 
how well he could-without the use of 
his abs or legs-whip his Suzuki around 
in the air. "Do you think I can get in X 
Games, Donny-san?" he asked. At that 
moment, I hadn't a doubt in my mind 
that he could. 

In the months that followed, Cloud 
began to take his whip to all-new lev- 
els in a foam pit. He could literally get 
upside down! Every time he'd text me 
a photo or video I would be amazed. 
He had planned to take his whip to 
dirt soon, as it seemed he was finally 
getting the bike back straight enough. 

On December 29, 2015, Cloudy 
was doing what he loved most: 
launching his dirt bike through the 
air and perfecting his whip. Tragi- 
cally on his last jump, his motorcycle 
leaked fuel onto the foam and the 
hot engine caused it to combust. 
Foam pit fires are not unheard of, but 
normal riders can quickly scramble 
to safety. Strapped to his bike, Cloud 
could not escape, and his father and 
friends were not able to extinguish 
the flames before they engulfed him. 

The news of Cloudy's death 
brought me to tears, and I spent sev- 
eral days in a deep funk. My heart 
ached for not only my dear friend, 
but also for his father and friends 
who were there. Losing a friend to a 
crash is one thing, but this tragedy is 
completely incomprehensible. 

Cloud was, above all things, a mo- 
tocross rider who loved everything 
about the sport. As Taka put it, "He 
always knew every racer's number, 
sponsors, and everything. He even 
knew what stickers they had on their 
helmet and where!" Cloud refused 
to let his injury keep him down, and 
he continued to live his life to its full- 
est. He set goals and attacked them 
with the same intensity and passion 
that propelled him to the pinnacle of 
the sport in his home country. Cloud 
Toda died doing what he loved most 
and in pursuit of his dream. 

I miss you, Cloudy. I'm so glad that 
we were friends. 




eweimer 


Team Tedder/Monster Energy Kawasaki 


Only Sidi boots purchased from an 
authorized Sidi-Motonation dealer are 
covered by our product warranty. 


www.motonation.com 
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1 . Pushing through restricted airspace expressing the liberty of ones individuality. 
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Limited Edition SE 


Sold At Finer Dealers Worldwii 



www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com 


PIONEERING SINCE 1903 



OVER 112 YEARS 
IN THE MAKING 

The revolutionary 2016 motocross range is completely new - which is nothing new 
for Husqvarna Motorcycles. For over a century we have been at the forefront of t 

motorcycling innovation and progression becomes progress. Now, with a dramatic s 

weight reduction, a seismic leap in engine power and dozens of visionary functional I 

innovations, the 2016 Husqvarna Motorcycles motocross range delivers a whole 
new level of performance and ease of use. 



MOTORCYCLES 


Please make no attempt to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and observe the applicable provisions of the road traffic regulations! 
The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. 



BY MICHAEL ANTONOVICH 
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PHOTO BY RYNE SWANBERG 




This deal almost didn't happen. Initial talks between Decotis ar 
the team started only because of Justin Bogle's move to the 4f 
ranks, which was supposed bring an end to the team's involveme 
in the premier division. "Me and Jeff Majkrzak were talking becauj 
they wanted a fifth guy for the West Coast. That was the plan th 
whole time," Decotis explains. But as time passed and no one hire 
Bogle, the GEICO Honda team and Team Honda HRC decided i 
move the former 250 East Coast SX champion to the factory tea 
with GEICO branding on the bike. "Then my deal was gone," \ 
says. "So basically after two months of talking to them, thinking 
was a go, it was off." 

Although the loss of the GEICO Honda ride was a major se 
back, it wasn't the only option on the tabl 
because two other teams presented Decot 
a deal. There was a full-year offer from th 
ever-improving CycleTrader.com/Rock Riv< 
Yamaha group and a two-year contract fro 
the newly formed Motorcycle Supersto 
Suzuki squad. "Once Jeff called and told nr 
that they were getting Bogle back, I was tal 
ing to Christina [Denney, Rock River tea 
manager]," he shares. "And that's where I w; 
thinking of going." 

Just when Decotis was ready to comm 
GEICO Honda and Majkrzak came back ini 
the picture. RJ Hampshire, a young rider 
the middle of his a two-year deal at the tear 
suffered a horrendous crash and brain inju 
at the Red Bull Straight Rhythm. There we 
concerns Hampshire would miss the enti 
Supercross season and possibly all of 201 
so the team suddenly had an open spc 
"When RJ got hurt, Jeff sent me a text sa 
ing they might need a guy," Decotis says. ' 
wasn't just a fill-in ride, but a real ride wi' 
testing and support that I would need-m 
just being handed a bike and some luck. 

"Rock River was the plan, but once Jeff called me, it was hard b 
cause with Rock River I had a full year with outdoors, too," he reflects. 
"This is only for Supercross, so that was really hard." Ultimately De- 
cotis made the decision to go with GEICO due both to the history of 
the program and the amount of help they pledged forthe preseason. 
"Jeff gave me the support I needed and made it worth it for me. I 
think it was an insurance policy for RJ in case he didn't come back so 
they could have two guys on each coast." (Following months of treat- 
ment, Hampshire was cleared by doctors and will race the 250 East 
Coast portion of the Supercross season as planned.) 

Decotis has developed a more mature approach to racing in the 
four years since his last time with the team, and he feels it will be the 
key for his second chance at success. "I think the biggest thing that 


I learned is not to slack off. Everyone 
works hard. The first three years I was 
a dumb young kid thinking I was the 
shit and was so fast that I didn't need 
to train. You learn real quick," he ad- 
mits. "The last two years I've picked 
up a road bike and have fallen in love 
with it. I enjoy it now, where before I 
had to be drug out of bed to do it. 


I think my dedication is there more. 
It puts more pressure on you when 
you take it seriously-you're expected 
to go to the race and win or podium. 
It makes it a little more stressful or 
hard, but if you put in the work, when 
it comes to race time you're fine." 

As a privateer, Decotis had to 
manage every aspect of his program 
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on a thin budget. That's another detail he won't 
have to worry about in 2016. "There would be 
times that I had $10,000 in my bank account, but 
I couldn't touch it. I'm not spending that on food 
or my apartment," he explains. With support from 
a few close friends and certain sponsors in 2015, 
he was able to stay relevant with key people in 
the sport. "If it wasn't for Ryan Schafer at South Of 
The Border, Trail Jesters, and MoTool, I probably 


wouldn't have been racing or in this position. I have 
to say thanks to them because it's just a huge relief 
now that I have this." 

While this job is supposed to run for only eight 
races, Decotis is hopeful it will lead to a much larger 
opportunity with the team in the future. "For out- 
doors, I know right now that I'm not going to be on 
this team. Best-case scenario is I do what Malcolm 
[Stewart] did last year, which is do good and get 


signed for 2017," he suggests. "It's a good time for 
me to take a shot at this again and put myself on a 
winning bike. That's what should propel me to the 
top. I've always been a privateer and haven't been as 
fit as I was last year in Supercross, and I've gained so 
much more this year. I think it's perfect timing that it 
all fell together. I'm just thankful to Jeff, Ziggy [team 
co-owner Rick Zielfelder], and The Rock [team man- 
ager Mike Larocco] for believing in me." ^ 
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ENDUR0CR0SS0VER 


Destry and Cooper Abbott 
Age: 44 and 1 8 
Hometown: Peoria, Arizona 
Sponsors: DA8 Training, Thor, 
Si Di, Rekluse, FMF, Dunlop, 
Fasst Company, Motion Pro, 
GPR, AEO/EVO, Maxima 


■ The Abbott name is iconic in off- 
road motorcycle racing, thanks to 
the numerous championships that 
Destry Abbott has racked up through 
varied disciplines and events around 
the world, and the legacy is set to 
continue on with his son, Cooper, 
now racing EnduroCross. Accord- 
ing to the patriarch, his son's suc- 
cess wasn't exactly sudden but has 
progressed to the professional ranks 
in a short amount of time. "A year 
and a half ago he wasn't even mak- 


ing the amateur class main events," 
Destry recalls. "He put in the work, 
and in the last year he made his first 
pro main event in Daytona and then 
a few more." 

The two spend every day to- 
gether, as Cooper completed high 
school a semester early and joined 
Destry's training program full-time 
alongside Taylor Robert and Max 
Gerston. "We spend four days in 
the gym and ride three or four days 
a week, depending on the race 


schedule," the elder Abbott shares. 
"We do sprints and motos, then 
ride motocross or off-road. It keeps 
me on my toes, and it's nice that we 
push each other." The father and son 
raced against each other a number 
of times in 2015, and neither let the 
other get by without a fight. "To see 
him take off and even beat me, it's 
kind of bittersweet," Destry says. "It's 
cool that he beats me, and since I'm 
competitive, we trash talk and have 
fun with it." ^ 




It’s the ride 

that matters. 



When the sun meets the 
horizon and there’s nothing 
in front of you except the 
open trail. That’s the only 
way to live. 

Get GEICO Motorcycle 
insurance today. 

Motorcycle 

geico.com | 1-800-442-9253 | Local Office 
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TWMX TOYOTA TUNDRA TOUCH-UPS 


ALLIANCE VISUALS 3/4 WRAP $1,D00-$1,200 

Our newest Tundra came to us looking a little bare, so 
we turned to the team at Alliance Visuals for help giving 
us some corporate branding plus a little added style. 
By enlisting the sister company to Split Design Co.- 
who we've long relied on for great-looking motocross 
graphics-we knew that Mike Bland and his team would 
come up with something cool, and we were right! 

The process of a vehicle wrap in itself is pretty 
amazing. Having installed hundreds of sets of motor- 
cycle graphics through the years, we have a very good 
understanding of the process, but when super-thin vi- 
nyl is used on a surface as large as a vehicle, it blows 
our minds! Our three-fourths wrap (truck bed only) 
came out flawless and has proven much more durable 
than the large-format sticker graphics that we've used 
previously. Interestingly enough, we learned that if 
you don't want logos on your truck, it's possible to 
completely change the color of your entire vehicle 
with a wrap. How cool is that? You can make that poo- 
brown hand-me-down truck from your grandpa matte 
black if you want! 

alliancevisuals.com 


■ Toyota Trucks is a huge backer of our sport, and the 2016 Toyota Tundra is 
an amazing truck that makes your daddy's pickup seem like a rattletrap with no 
suspension, power, or creature comforts. Concurrently, Toyota of Escondido is 
heavily involved in all forms of sports, and the Toyota of Escondido Action Sports 
Team sponsors athletes in motocross, surf, off-road truck racing, MMA, and more. 
TransWorld Motocross is proud to be supported by Toyota of Escondido, and our 
working relationship is nearly five years old. ^ 



CCR SPORT PROTRACK MOTORCYCLE TRANSPORT KIT $199.95 

We've long been fans of the original CCR Sport Bed 
Buddy, a steel bar that mounts at the front of your 
truck bed to protect it from bending forward under 
pressure from your bike's front wheel, and it provides 
wheel chocks to keep your bike secure, as well as tie- 
down mounts for securing your ride. The new ProTrack 
Motorcycle Transport Kit is the next evolution of the 
Bed Buddy and a must-have for anyone who regularly 
hauls dirt bikes in their truck. 

Made of extruded 6061 aluminum, the main bar 
is easy to install in the bed of your truck, thanks to 
the included X-Nut fastening system. Some drilling 
of your truck bed is required, but anyone with semi- 
decent mechanical skills can install the bar in minutes. 
The key to the ProTrack is its infinitely adjustable com- 
ponents-wheel chocks, tie-down mounts, a third-bike 
spacer chock, and even a bicycle fork mount. We're 
pretty standard when it comes to setting up our truck, 
so we installed two wheel chocks and three tie-down 
mounts. Thanks to the third tie-down mount in the 
center of the truck, there's no more crisscrossing over 
the front wheels when you're hauling two bikes, and 
the leverage gained with the mount in the center 
places a much more even load on your bike, so there's 
no swaying when you get a little too agro in the cor- 
ners. Best of all, the wheel chocks keep the front tires 
in place and secure, and the bar itself prevents the 
flimsy truck bed from bending forward into the cab. 
Seriously, you need one. 


ccrsport.com 
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THE GIRL 

Twenty-three-year-old Anna Katharina is a 
lot more than just a pretty face-the newest 
addition to the Rockstar Energy Models 
is a recent graduate of the University of 
Oregon, and she's already pursuing a 
second degree in graphic design. Hailing 
from Sonoma, California, she's relocated 
to Newport Beach, California, and will be a 
regular sight at many of this year's Super- 
cross and motocross Nationals. 


THE BIKE 

Jason Anderson caught a few of his rivals off guard by slicing through the field and winning 
the Anaheim I season opener aboard his Chris Loredo-tuned Husqvarna FC 450. After the 
race, Anderson credited his win to his hard work during the off-season and a great new 
bike. " The new FC 450 is such a great bike," he said. "It's easier to go fast when you have a 
bike that you trust." Anderson's Rockstar Energy Racing Husqvarna boasts an engine built 
by the Factory Services crew at the sister KTM headquarters and works WP suspension, 
including a 52-mm Cone Valve fork and a Traxx shock. Had we shot this poster one week 
earlier, it might have been adorned with red number plates, but Anderson lost the series 
points lead to defending Supercross champion Ryan Dungey at round two in San Diego. 
"Don't worry," he said. "If things go as I plan, I'll get it back." ^ 
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Best 450 Motocross Bike - Trensworld MX, Cycle News & Dirt Rider 


WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE THE BEST? EVERYTHING 


Jeremy Martin / YZ250F 

2014 & 2015 250MX Champions 


Cooper Webb / YZ250F 

2015 250SX West Champions 


2 016 YZ®450F & YZ®250F ■ Being the best takes everything you’ve got: huge drive, hard work, and the very best 
machine. The reigning National 250MX and 250SX West Champion and multi shootout winning YZ250F is better than ever for 201 6 
with stronger pulling power in the mid-high RPM, larger front brakes, updated suspension and more. The YZ450F, Transworld 
MX, Cycle News and Dirt Rider’s 450MX shootout champ, features new Launch Control System for quicker, smoother race starts, 
revised frame, plus new brakes and suspension settings as well. The 201 6 YZs. Everything you need to be your very best. 


."l^i < Scan to see the new 
i'Vl YZs in action. 


I3QHG 


@YamahaMotorUSA 


For your nearest Pro Yamaha dealer and to learn more about 
the 2016 YZs, visit YamahaMotorsports.com 


Vr>ur Heart!' 


Professional riders depicted on a closed course. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots. Do not drink and ride - it is illegal and dangerous. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. ©2015 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 
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RIDER CHRISTIAN CRAIG 


PHOTOS BY MIKE EMERY & DONN MAEDA 



RACERS 
WHO RIDE 


Christian Craig 
Specialized S-Works Epic 


■ Riding a mountain bike is a big part of Christian 
Craig's training program, and especially so since 
he moved to a home in Corona, California, right 
at the base of the Santa Ana mountain range. Cur- 
rently lacking a bicycle sponsor, the GEICO Honda 
rider invested thousands of dollars into his per- 
sonal top-of-the-line mountain bike because he 
really values the cardiovascular gains that time in 
the saddle yields. 

"For me, mountain biking is the only type of 
training that allows you to get your heart rate up 
to the levels they reach in Supercross," Craig says. 
"Climbing a steep hill will get your blood pumping, 


plus you get the reward of coming back down af- 
terwards. Of all the ways to train, I'd say that moun- 
tain biking is the most enjoyable because you're in 
the dirt and on two wheels just like motocross." 

This year Craig will make his full-time return to 
Supercross in the 250 SX West Championship af- 
ter a brief stint with retirement. "I thought I could 
work a nine-to-five job, but I missed racing too 
much," he says. "The time away allowed my body 
to completely heal up, and I kept my skills sharp 
by continuing to ride. I feel better than ever going 
into 2016. And who knows, if I do well enough, 
maybe I'll earn a bicycle sponsor, too!" ^ 



VIRUS VMOTO STAY WARM INFERNO BASE LAYERS $60 (LONG-SLEEVE TOP), $70 (COMPRESSION PANT) 

We've long been fans of Virus International products and the warming and cooling properties they possess. The new VMoto line of Stay Warm Inferno base layers 
is made with motocross and mountain-biking needs specifically in mind, and the coffee charcoal-infused fabric locks heat in betterthan any other base layer we've 
ever worn. The top and bottom both feature compression to promote blood flow and combat muscle fatigue. We love it! 


virusintl.com 



SPECIALIZED DEFROSTER TRAIL SHOE $200 

With El Nino conditions expected to hammer the West Coast this 
winter, it means plenty of rides in wet weather. The Defroster Trail 
shoe boasts all the great features that the rest of the Specialized foot- 
wear line does-Body Geometry sole construction and foot bed that 
are ergonomically designed and scientifically tested to boost power 
and increase efficiency, a nylon composite sole with rubber tread, 
and Boa dials for easy adjustment-but it's also warm and waterproof, 
thanks to a seam-sealed bootie construction, Thinsulate insulation, 
and a neoprene collar that keeps water out. There's nothing worse 
than cold feet, and the Defroster Trail shoe eliminates that excuse 
to stay inside. 


KALI PROTECTIVES MAYA HELMET $99 

The Maya helmet from Kali Protectives is one of the coolest, most 
affordable MTB helmets we've worn. Featuring Kali's proprietary 
Composite Fusion Plus technology, which utilizes cone-shaped, 
multi-density foam for maximum impact dispersion, the Maya fea- 
tures low-density (soft) inner foam that works like a crumple zone in 
the event of a crash impact. We have yet to crash in the Maya, but 
we're familiar with Kali's foam technology on the MX side and trust it 
completely. Another unique feature of the Maya is the flexible visor, 
which will bend and not break in a crash. Add in the integrated GoPro 
or light mount, and the Maya is one heck of a skid lid. 


specialized.com 


kaliprotectives.com 
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Price: $59.99 

What It Is 

When you exercise, acidity levels in your body rise and this pro- 
duces fatigue. The most natural response is hyperventilation, or 
deep mouth breathing. Mouth breathing, however, expels higher 
levels of carbon dioxide than nose breathing, and the most desir- 
able combination for your body to produce maximum energy is a 
low pH level and a higher concentration of carbon dioxide. In a 
nutshell, what does this mean? Breathing in and out through your 
nose while riding will allow your body to absorb oxygen into your 
bloodstream more efficiently, thereby producing greater energy 
and mental clarity. Breathing through your nose during strenuous 
activity is harder than mouth breathing, though, and that's where 
the Asterisk AC System comes in. The Asterisk AC System is a two- 
part magnetic nasal dilation kitthat utilizes strong magnets clipped 
into the nose bridge of your goggles and two small steel discs that 
are applied to your nasal dimples via adhesive pads. When you 
put your goggles on, the magnets pull the steel discs stuck to your 
nose toward them, which effectively opens your nostrils wider. 


•The AC System really works! All of our 
testers agreed that it was much easier 
to breathe in and out of their nose. 

• Breathing in and out of your nose 
lowers your heart rate and better 
manages fatigue. 

• Nasal breathing inspired mental 
clarity and relieved arm pump for 
some of our testers who suffer from it. 

• On super hot days, the AC System 
actually made the outside tempera- 
tures seem less miserable. 


• Figuring out the perfect sticker 
placement and clip positioning on 
your goggles can use up a few pairs 
of the stickers. 

• The AC System doesn't work great 
with the Oakley Airbrake because the 
frame shape places the clips quite far 
away from the wearer's nose. 


The Asterisk AC System might seem 
like some hocus-pocus, but every 
tester who rode and raced with it was 
convinced that nasal breathing really 
does produce measurable improve- 
ments in performance. We love it. 



LIFE IS BETTER OFF-ROAD 

Find everything you need for your 

Jeep, Truck or SUV at 4 Wheel Parts! 



COMPLETE SUSPENSION PACKAGES RACKS & BED ACCESSORIES WHEELS/TIRES TOWING & RECOVERY GEAR LIGHTING AND BUMPERS 


855*301*2496 

4wheelparts.com 


Your Truck & Jeep Accessory Superstore 
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SHOT MX CONTACT GEAR 


Price: $32.90 (jersey), $99.90 (pant), $26.90 (glove) 
Sizes: S-XXL (jersey), 28-38 (pant), S-XL (glove) 


What It Is 



Shot MX is a 25-year-old apparel company 
from France that has enjoyed a lot of suc- 
cess throughout the European off-road mar- 
ket, and two of its moto lines are now avail- 
able in the United States. The Contact line 
of Shot MX apparel is affordably priced and 
features all the accoutrements you'd expect 
from high-end race gear. 


• The Contact gloves feature palm padding 
and some protection on the knuckle side, 
but they break in quickly and are super 
comfortable. 

Misses 

• The cut of the Contact jersey is a little on the 
baggy side, especially in the forearm area. 


Price: $899 

Application: All bikes 

(tested here on 2016 Kawasaki KX450F) 



Misses 

• The FMF system is not for the faint of heart, and it 
boosts the power output of the KX450F considerably. 


The Verdict 

The 2016 Kawasaki KX450F is a greatly improved ma- 
chine in every aspect except power, as its predecessor 
had a stronger low-end and midrange punch. The FMF 
Factory 4.1 RCT System brings back all the punch that 
the new bike lost and more. 


Hits 

• We love the designs of the Shot MX gear, 
as they are progressive and bold, while re- 
maining clean and not overdesigned. 

• The Contact pant relies largely on sublimat- 
ed graphics and not sewn-on plastic parts for 
its design elements. Old-school fabric patch- 
es here and there are an awesome touch. The 
pants are super lightweight. 

• Pants run true to size and feature just the 
right amount of room in the knees for knee 
braces. A stretch panel in the rear of the 
pant provides the right amount of flex. 


The Verdict 

Shot MX is an exciting new player in the 
American motocross gear arena, and its first 
offerings are good looking, comfortable, 
and durable. Best of all, the lightweight gear 
is affordably priced and a great value. 

shotracegear.com 


What It Is 

When an all-new motocross bike is introduced, the after- 
market races to create products to complement it. FMF 
is always among the first to produce an aftermarket ex- 
haust system for most bikes, but it continues to develop 
its products and incorporate new technology and find- 
ings into systems throughout the year. We tested a very 
early system for the all-new 2016 Kawasaki KX450F ear- 
lier this year and were impressed, but after crashing and 
damaging it, we replaced it with the latest version and 
were blown away by the further improvements achieved. 

Hits 

• Like the original system we tested, the latest Factory 
4.1 RCT system fits perfectly and installs in minutes. 


• Low-end power is boosted incredibly; throttle re- 
sponse is snappy and crisp, even with the "soft" power 
coupler installed. 

• The massive punch of low-end power transitions 
smoothly into a very strong midrange hit that's exciting 
yet controllable. 

• Top-end overrev is improved over stock, and the bike 
continues to make good power when revved out in 
each gear. 


fmfracing.com 



The Airmatic 


The Celium 


The Ridefit 


The iTrack 



EVS SB 0 3 SHOULDER BRACE 


SIDI X-TREME BOOT 


Price: $375 

Colors: Black, white/blue/black, 

black/flo yellow, black/flo orange, black/white 

What It Is 

The Sidi X-Treme boot is a new midlevel offer- 
ing from the famous Italian boot maker, and it 
possesses many of the same high-end features 
that the company's top-of-the-line Crossfire 2 
does. The boot features a slim, hinged-ankle 
design with no internal bootie, and every bolt- 
on part of the boot is replaceable. Much of the 
boot is made of high-impact plastic guards, 
which disperse impact and provide additional 
support for the laminated Technomicro base. 
The X-Treme boot is only offered with a TA sole 
design (sewn on), unlike the Crossfire 2, which 
is also offered with a replaceable sole option. 

Hits 

• The X-Treme boot is comfortable from the 
get-go and requires virtually no break-in time; 
we raced in ours right out of the box. 

• The boot is slim in design and can really be 
cinched down for lots of support, especially in 
the ankle area. 


Price: $50 

Sizes: S-XXL in a universal left or right design 


What It Is 

EVS has long been producing neoprene shoulder 
supports for riders with bum shoulders, and the 
new SB03 features more adjustability and the new 
X-strap for additional support. 

Hits 

• The EVS SB03 Shoulder Brace is comfortable 
and easy to adjust. Our big guy on staff, Dominic 
Gaytan, fit nicely in the XXL size. 

• The new arm closure design of the SB03 elimi- 
nates the underarm chafing that the original brace 
sometimes caused. 

• The X-strap allows you to cinch down the brace 
for added support. 


• We love the wide, low toe box, as it provides 
plenty of room for wide feet, yet a snug fit top- 
to-bottom. 


• Gaytan dislocated his shoulder recently and 
says that the SB03 eliminates the loose feel in his 
shoulder joint. 

• The brace is low in profile and does not snag or 
bind beneath a jersey. 


• Internal padding in the ankle area provides 
exceptional comfort and great impact pro- 
tection. 

• The TA sole offers great feel for the foot 
pegs, shifter, and brake pedal. 

• It's easy to adjust and operate the buckles. 

Misses 

• Riders with beefy calves may need the ad- 
justable shin plate of the Crossfire 2, because 
the X-Treme doesn't offer quite as much ad- 
justability. 

The Verdict 

Aside from the lack of an adjustable shin plate 
and a replaceable sole option (both features 
unique to the Sidi Crossfire 2), there are no 
major differences between the X-Treme and 
its more-expensive older brother. The X-Treme^ 
is a lot of boot for a great price. 


motonation.com 


Misses 

• The universal left- or right-side design is tougher 
to put on when used as a right-side brace, mostly 
because of the chest strap mount direction. 

The Verdict 

Shoulder injuries can linger forever and may 
cause problems if not surgically repaired. The EVS 
SB03 Brace offers support and peace of mind for 
riders with a bum wing. 

evs-sports.com 
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AMA SUPERCROSS CHAMP ON 


NEW NAME 
SAME PERFORMANCE 


NOW AVAILAB 
IN 18” SIZES 


Introducing the Geomax® MX3S, which replaces the.. .well, you can probably guess. Here’s a hint: 
it’s the same tire with the same performance, the same tire that dominated the amateur 
championships in 2015, and the same pattern that has won every pro Supercross and 
Motocross championship for the past four years...and counting. 


The Geomax MX3S. New name. Same performance. 
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READY TO RACE 

»www.ktm.com 
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GAME CHANGED 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP-CERTIFIED 2016 KTM 450 SX-F. 

DOMINATING ONE OF THE TOUGHEST SPORTS IN THE WORLD TAKES MORE 
THAN JUST THE WILL TO WIN. IT TAKES BEING 100% READY TO RACE IN 
EVERY WAY POSSIBLE. FASTER AND LIGHTER THAN ANY OTHER BIKE IN 
MOTOCROSS - THE REVOLUTIONARY 2016 KTM 450 SX-F. 
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SKILLS 


PHOTO BY MIKE EMERY 


RUN TO THE HILLS 

FREERIDING W/ TWITCH 


■ When it comes to making your own rules on a dirt bike and pushing the boundaries of Mother Nature's landscape, 
there's nothing that really compares to freeriding. Some riders excel on natural terrain and find that their passion lies 
in creating their own playground within a landscape's canvas. Enter Jeremy "Twitch" Stenberg, a decorated freestyle 
veteran who started riding the hills as a kid and followed his dream to becoming one of freestyle motocross' most 
well-known icons. Sure, Twitch ran the contest circuit for years and shined in front of sold-out crowds, but when you 
ask him what makes him happy on a dirt bike, his answer will be "a day in the hills after a good storm." "All I need is a 
shovel, a dude with a camera, and one of my good buddies to have fun with," Twitch says. "I don't need a crowd to go 
out and show off in front of. I can show off for myself just to see what I can do, you know?" 

Twitch and his crew are known for scouring Southern California for natural terrain that must be sculpted and carved 
into their idea of a perfect hit. In a drought-stricken region where rain rules the conditions, they'll peruse dawn to dusk 
with shovels in their hands and motivation under their helmets. Whether you want to ride the famous California spots 


that you've seen in all the videos or e 
subject of freeriding before heading o 
freeriding and the etiquette that goes 


Eye On The Sky: / go through like five 
different weather apps-l'm literally 
looking at them every day. Obviously 
California has been in a drought, so 
the rain is what brings us perfect con- 
ditions. I also watch the news every 
night and in the morning just to see 
what's coming in or where it's rain- 
ing. Like, ''Oh, it's raining in Northern 
California? All right, let's go up there!" 
We'll always be on the lookout to see 
what's coming, and a couple days out 
from the rain we'll go out and scout 
jumps in preparation for it. I don't like 
to waste time, either. When I'm there I 
want to ride straight from my truck to 
the jump, build it, and then session it 
all day long. 

Show Respect: When we go out to 
the hills for the whole day, we all bring 
snacks and drinks, and I'm never the 
guy to leave anything behind. I get 
pissed off when I see trash out in the 
hills; you'll see that people dumped 
a bunch of trash out in the middle of 
nowhere. That makes it look bad on 
us-the dudes who are actually out 
there shoveling, riding, and having 
fun. It makes it look like we don't give 
a crap about the spot. Wherever we 


:plore your local territory, it's good to 
t to send it. Lucky for you, we sat down 
ilong with it. 


go out, we always make sure to bring 
everything back with us. Be respectful 
of where you are. The biggest thing for 
hill etiquette is respecting a jump that 
someone else already built. If you get 
to a jump and it's all freshly done and 
built and no one has hit is yet and you 
ride it, you better make it look exactly 
how it was before you got there. I don't 
care if someone comes out and blows 
up a jump, just rebuild it, because we 
most likely spent three days on that. 
We build these jumps so we can all 
have fun, so respect it and at least put 
the work in if you want to ride it. 

No Shovel, No Ride: / don't care how 
many dudes are with us, as long as 
you throw down a shovel and show 
respect, that's dope. Sometimes we'll 
be out there building a jump for two 
hours all the way up to three days, and 
then everyone comes up right when 
we get done finishing it. They'll even 
ride by and watch us shovel for days, 
and then as soon as it's ready they're in 
line to hit it, and we're like, "No. If you 
didn't help us make this jump, you ain't 
touching this jump until we're done." 
But if you brought a shovel and helped 
out, then let's ride-you're part of the 
group that day. 


have some general knowledge on the 
with Twitch to get some veteran tips on 


Trial And Error: Sometimes you'll 
carve a jump and look at it and you'll 
be like, "This is perfect," and then 
you'll hit it and you'll be like, "Oh, this 
is way too mellow." So you'll take the 
belly out and you'll jump it again and 
then be like, "Let's stack a little bit 
more on the top." It's trial and error, 
and a lot of times we'll build jumps 
where the lips are so badass, but 
then the jump just ends up sucking. 
Sometimes it can also either be too 
small or too big, you know? It's just 
trial and error. 

Entry Level: If you're someone who 
wants to get into freeriding, look 
toward your local hills. You can also 
go on Instagram to see what people 
are posting. If you think you recog- 
nize the hills, you can find them that 
way. Also, 90 percent of the time 
those people tag where they are on 
Instagram; we don't do that-we just 
try to keep our spots hidden to keep 
the traffic down. If you're a local guy 
looking to get into it, grab a shovel, 
get in the truck, go ride around, and 
just explore. Look around and see 
what you can find-that's how we get 
started with new spots. 




RIDER JEREMY "TWITCH" STENBERG 
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M0T0-9 CARBON 

PRO CIRCUIT BLACK/GREEN 
MSRP $699.95 
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CORE TECHNOLOGIES 

• Lightweight Carbon Composite shell construction 

• Flex Energy Management interior liner 

• Velocity Flow Ventilation™ system for maximum cooling 

• Exclusive Magnefusion™ Emergency Removal System 

• (MERS) cheekpads 

• Fully adjustable Flying Bridge Visor™ with air intake vents 

• Removable/washable X-Static® XT2 silver liner 

• QuickFlip™ visor screws for easy adjustment 

• Fully ventilated EPS-lined chinbar 

• Integrated vented roost guard 

• Exclusive Magnefusion™ magnetic strap keeper 

• Padded chin strap with D-ring closure 

• Eject® System ready 

• Padded, lined helmet bag included eje 

• Industry-leading Five-year warranty 






Photos by: http://search.hoppenworld.com/ 
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CORE TECHNOLOGIES 

• Lightweight Polycarbonate/ABS Shell Construction 

• 3 shell and EPS sizes for a personalized fit 

• Velocity Flow Ventilation™ system for maximum cooling 

• Fully adjustable Flying Bridge Visor™ with air intake vents 

• Removable/washable anti-bacterial interior 

• Integrated roost guard 

• Padded chin strap with D-ring closure 

• Industry-leading Five-year warranty 

instagram.com/bell_powersports f facebook.com/BellPowersports 
P twitter.com/BellPowersports WWW.bellhelmetS.com 






2016 TRANSWORLD MOTOCROSS TRANS-AM NATIONAL 

APRIL 8TH-10TH I GLEN HELEN CEWAY 




THREE-DAY AMATEUR NATIONAL 
ON AN EXCLUSIVE, ALL-NEW NATIONAL RACETRACK 


FRIDAY PRACTICE, WITH A THREE-MOTO CHAMPIONSHIP FORMAT 
OVER SATURDAY S SUNDAY. 


SPECIAL TRANS-AM EVENT TROPHIES 

WITH EXTRA-SPECIAL CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS FOR PREMIER DIVISIONS. 


COMPLETE EVENT COVERAGE IN TRANSWORLD MOTOCROSS S TWMX.COM 


OVERNIGHT CAMPING* *N0 MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED* *N0 TRANSPONDER FEES* 
$50 FIRST CLASS I $30 SECOND CLASS I $20 THIRD CLASS. 


"MANUFACTURER CONTINGENCY G TRACKSIDE SUPPORT* 


TWMX.COM/TRANSAM-2Q16 




LAST JUNE, a handful of days after racing to a lowly 39th-overall finish at the midseason High Point National in Pennsylvania, Chad 
Reed-dressed in shorts, a Fox Racing T-shirt, and running shoes-sat in an office on the second floor of the Monster Beverage Corpora- 
tion in Corona, California. He looked tired, he looked worried, and he looked frustrated. Even so, it didn't diminish the message he 
was trying to get across to the men who run Monster Energy's sports marketing division. After five years of owning and operating the 
TwoTwo Motorsports organization, Reed, who had come off finishing a spirited fourth in what was his 14th consecutive season of AMA 
Supercross, was not only going to shut the lights off on his beloved race team, but he would also sit out the reminder of the Lucas Oil 
Pro Motocross Championship. 

"I'm going to shut the team down," Reed said that afternoon. "We tried as hard as we could and did the best we could, but it's been 
too much and it's keeping me up at night. I want to go dark for a little while and catch my breath and think some things through. I do 
know, though, that I want to come back and race in 2016. There might be an opportunity with Yamaha, and I'd really like to go back 
there-go back to where I started here in America and finish my career. I'm going to take a look at what they have going on." 
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FOR CHAD REED, HIS REUNION 

W/ YAMAHA WAS FULL CIRCLE 
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And so it was. Chad Reed then left the 
Monster Energy building, his next move to 
undergo shoulder surgery before heading 
back to Florida to gather his thoughts, do 
some research, and begin vigorously work- 
ing the phone and making calls all over 
California. What would his future hold? At 
that point in time, even Reed didn't know. 

Mitch Covington, vice president of sports 
marketing at Monster Energy, was behind 
his desk that day in Corona when Reed 
walked into his office and spoke to him 
about his immediate and future plans. "I was 
struck how passionate Chad was about find- 
ing a way to keep racing at that point in his 
career," reflected Covington, who brokers 
all of Monster's global motocross programs. 
"The fire was still burning down below to 
win races. For people that are in the racing 
business, it was refreshing to see that level 
of drive at this point in his careerto continue 
on and say, 'Fley, I can still beat these guys.' 
I remember him looking me in the eye that 
day and saying, 'I'm not going out there to 
ride around and finish my career. I'm looking 
to go out there and win races.' That kind of 
won me over right off the bat. Chad talked 


about a potential opportunity at Yamaha, 
and we encouraged him to explore it." 

And that's precisely what Reed did. Dur- 
ing the later months of the summer, Reed 
remained in close contact with both Yamaha 
and Monster Energy. While both camps 
were interested in collaborating on a rac- 
ing program that would potentially feature 
Reed as its premier rider, there was a lot of 
work to be done and, perhaps even more 
so, decisions to be contemplated. Still, the 
two-time Supercross champion held fast 
and kept pushing. "I really wanted to race, 
and I wanted to race with Yamaha. I couldn't 
bear the thought of sitting on the sidelines 
and retiring and no longer playing a part in 
the racing side of it. I have a lot of history 
and a lot of great memories with Yamaha, 
and something just drew me back to them. 
Eventually Keith [McCarty] sent me a bike to 
ride, and I really liked the bike! From there 
I pursued it all. Monster was really excited, 
and it was aligning at the same time that 
the global Yamaha and Monster thing was 
working out. Everybody got together and 
everybody was agreeing that it was a good 
idea, and one thing led to another." 


BY ERIC JOHNSON 
PHOTOS BY MIKE EMERY 





Chad Reed first became 
a part of Yamaha in 2002 
where he won the AMA 
125cc East Coast 
Supercross Champion- 
ship for the Yamaha of 
Troy team, and Reed's 
return to Yamaha in 
2016 delivered the 
manufacturer's first fac- 
tory motocross program 
since 2009. 


Keith McCarty-the consummate company man, who serves the role as mo- 
torsports racing division manager for Yamaha Motor Corporation-has been 
front and center in Yamaha's racing efforts for 39 years. Keen to create Yama- 
ha's first factory motocross program since 2009, McCarty, realizing that Reed 
could be a prime candidate if the team were to in fact materialize, stayed in 
close contact with the racer. 

"He wanted the chance to ride the bike and everything, so without any 
commitments, I gave him a bike to ride," McCarty explained of the early stag- 
es of the relationship. "I was very upfront with him with what we had to offer 
at the time, and if a team were to happen, how it would need to happen. I 
said, 'Look, I'm willing to work with you on the bike side and the technical 
side, and we'll just see what happens with no promises other than I will give 
you what we can from the technology side of the bike, and we'll make sure 
we do our end of that." 


Reed raced a Yamaha YZ450F 
at the 2015 Monster Energy Cup in 
October, placing a respectable and 
encouraging 10th overall with 9-16- 
8 moto finishes. Meanwhile, and 
despite the reality of a genuine race 
team being broughtto life was a long 
way off, a dialogue continued be- 
tween Reed, Yamaha, and Monster. 

"The idea of Chad racing for Ya- 
maha was interesting to us because 
Yamaha is one of our biggest part- 
ners in our racing endeavors around 
the world at Monster Energy," Cov- 
ington explained of the talks tak- 
ing place during this period. "The 
opportunity to partner with Yamaha 
suited both Dave Gowland, our motorsports director at Mon- 
ster, and me just fine. Also, if Yamaha was going to rekindle its 
factory- racing program, what better a guy to break the team in 
than Chad Reed? Chad could really give them good feedback, 
he would be great at testing and working with the mechanics, 
and he would help them establish that initial structure of a new 
team. Chad Reed was the man for the job." 

On the Yamaha side of the equation, McCarty continued to 
keep the process in motion while keeping Reed closely looped 
in. "Keith was always up front and stayed true to the plan and 
stayed true to the goal," Reed said. "Nothing wavered. I just put 
my full trust in Keith McCarty." 

Heading into the holiday season, Yamaha, Monster, and a 
portfolio of other potential sponsors-360fly and Chaparral fore- 
most among them-tried to cooperate and come to terms with 
each other to pull together the required funding for the team. 
McCarty and Reed, meanwhile, worked together to try and pre- 
pare for the opening round at Angel Stadium should everything 
drop into place. "Chad was stressing out because this is his ca- 
reer," McCarty said. "I told him, 'Just let me do what I can do. We'll 
talk. Just let me do what I have to do, and you just focus on you 
and the bike and being ready to go on January 9 at Anaheim, 
and we'll see how it goes.' And that's how we did it." 
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Reed concurred: "There was really a lot of things happening 
behind closed doors. I can tell you that basically the two or three 
weeks over Christmas and into the New Year my phone didn't ring a 
lot. It almost didn't ring at all. I was kind of on a day-to-day conver- 
sation and in the loop, and then suddenly it was radio silence, and 
I just put faith in that no news was good news and that I had good 
people fighting for me. Basically, I just went to work. I did my thing-l 
did my motos and my training and did all those things." 

"It took a long time on both Monster and Yamaha's part to really 
form this thing and to figure out what we really wanted to do and 
what they really wanted to do," Covington added. "Ittook a lot of time 
and a lot of patience from Chad while Yamaha put the team together 
with his partners. I felt all along like it would get done, but it was an 
eleventh-hour thing like so many good things that happen in life. Did 
I have full confidence that something would happen? Yes. It was just 
a big undertaking, and it came down to the wire." 

On January 6, 2016, in the form of a press release issued to the 
global motocross industry, word came down. 

Yamaha U.S. Re-introduces Factory Supercross Team With Chad 
Reed Proudly Racing A YZ450F 

Cypress, CA - January 6, 2016 - Yamaha Motor Corporation, USA, is 
excited to re-introduce its factory Supercross team, which is officially 
named Monster Energy/360fly/ChaparralATamaha Factory Racing. 
The team's corporate partners include Monster Energy; 360fly, Inc.; 
Chaparral Motorsports; and Valli Construction, Inc. 
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The very next day, a few hours after the annual Monster 
Energy Supercross Series press conference, Reed spoke 
about his new deal: "Man, if I was to remember the feel- 
ings and the things I was thinking back then, it's all the 
same. It really is. I'm excited to go racing. I love to see my 
race bike, I love to see the semi, I love to see the people, 
and all those things are really why I'm still here. I'm here 
because it's fun. The passion is there, and it's brighter than 
ever. That's what people don't understand, you know? Like 
when they question, "Why do you still do it?" It's the love 
of it; it's the passion. 

"I think that all good things are worth fighting for, and all 
good things take time and take fighting for," Reed further 
explained. "This wasn't the sort of deal that just fell into my 
lap. Right up until the week before the first race, I was kind 
of unsure where and how it was all going to work. A lot of 
things were just uncertain. More than anything it was on and 
off-we were going racing, or we weren't going racing, or 
maybe we were going racing. Through it all, Keith was solid. 
I think a lot of people fought for this to happen, and now 
it's just really on me to go out and race a dirt bike and have 
some fun and deliver some good results. I get the sense, 
at least from my side and watching and reading things, 
that people are excited that I'm back, and think that more 
than anything, they're happy that I'm back on a Yamaha and 
happy about the whole factory Yamaha team being reborn 
again. I think everybody is genuinely excited to see that Ya- 
maha is back to racing, and I feel that I played a pretty big 
role in trying to help get that team going." 




MAXIMIZE YOUR 

WELCOME A NEW ERA IN RIDING WITH SHOT RACE GEAR'S 2016 LIGHT WEIGHT GEAR. 

For 20 years, SHOT RACE GEAR has been developing with the world’s fastest racers 
the lightest gear on the market today. Our collection is made from the finest handpicked 
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RACE GEAR gives you a new effortless riding experience, enhancing your performance, 
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And not only was Reed thrilled 
with the end result of so much effort 
and due diligence, but so too was 
McCarty, who after a decade of try- 
ing, finally saw the rebirth of a Yama- 
ha factory race team: "We've wanted 
to do it for a while, but it was all about 
timing and all the pieces had to 
come together. It seems like I haven't 
stopped working on this since that 
period just to see what could be real- 
ity and what wasn't reality. I think that 
for the most part, I'm amazed that we 
got it all done. For what we got done 
in the amount of time we had to do it, 
honestly, it has never been done be- 
fore. We're excited because we know 
Chad can win, and that's important to 
us. He also has a big fan following. It's 
not like Yamaha isn't well known and 
Chad Reed isn't well known. We both 
bring a lot to the table individually 
and collectively. It's a great story. We 
haven't seen anything but happiness 
from the fans and Yamaha. They all 
want us here, and I think Chad is the 
right guy to be here with." 



Monster Energy, which was tan- 
tamount in making the new team a 
reality, was also quite pleased with 
the outcome. "It's a great story for 
Chad Reed and the fans, because 
rather than him end his career with 
a privateer team or an effort that was 
thrown together, he landed a factory 
ride. He's starting a factory program, 
and he's an integral part of Yamaha's 
future," Covington said. "It's great 
to see someone who has given so 
much to the sport for so long to be sitting in this good of a position this late 
in his career. And who knows, it may not be late in Chad's career. He may race 
a lot longer. Chad may race for a long time." 

Coming full circle with Reed in his return to the bLU cRU-Reed first became 
a part of Yamaha in 2002 where he won the AMA 1 25cc East Coast Supercross 
Championship for the Yamaha of Troy team-will be team manager Jim Perry. 
The two first started working together in 2003 when Reed was promoted to 
the factory 250cc team. "It's exciting for everybody, and we're happy to be 


here and looking forward to a great 
season," Perry said the morning of 
the season-opening Anaheim Super- 
cross. "Chad's a two-time Supercross 
champion; he has 44 main event 
wins-you can never count him out 
on a Saturday night for 20 laps. Chad 
coming back is in a sense like a family 
reunion for all of us here at Yamaha. 
The first year that I was at Yamaha in 
2003 was Chad's first year on the fac- 
tory team, so our history goes back a 
long way, and I'm glad to have him 
back. You can say things happen for a 
reason, but it kind of worked out that 
way. We want to win. That's the bot- 
tom line. I'm sure that he has a couple 
more wins in his back pocket. We're 
excited to be here, and we're excited 
to get results." P 1 
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_Exclusive 3D Max-Dry Interior System absorbs and dissipates sweat 2X faster than traditional nylon 
_Emergency Quick Release System (E.Q.R.S.) enhances rider safety 


Taka signature graphic now available 
SHOEI-HELMETS.COM / # 1 /FX-W 



<SHOH) 


PREMIUM HELMETS 



060 


RACE TEST 


BY THE TESTING STAFF OF TWMX 




VP 


KTM FACTORY EDITIONS 


■ If there's one thing you could never accuse KTM of, it's conforming to the norm. 
Whether it's linkage-less rear suspensions, electric starts, hydraulic clutches, Torx- 
head bolts, 13 mm-head bolts, push-button locking gas caps, ODI Lock-On grips, 
or even Dacromet-treated bolts, the Austrian manufacturer always has-and al- 
ways will-do things its own way. Take the Factory Edition machines for instance: 
While the "Big Four" Japanese brands seem to follow a pattern of introducing an 
all-new machine every four years with minor updates in between, KTM introduces 
new machines every half season. Instead of waiting a full model year to incorpo- 
rate new technology and/or address current shortcomings, the Factory Edition 
race bikes offer not only greater performance, but also serve as an accurate pre- 
lude of what's to come in the next year's standard-issue models. 


WHAT'S DIFFERENT 

For 2016, the KTM 250 and 450 SX-F 
Factory Edition machines received the 
smallest list of improvements since 
the FE line was introduced in 2012, 
but included in that short list is argu- 
ably the greatest single improvement 
the manufacturer has introduced since 
shock linkage-the WP AER 48 air fork. 
Oddly enough, while the rest of the 
world's standard '16 SX-F bikes came 
equipped with the AER 48 fork, the 
United States models came with the 
WP 4CS fork. "We didn't have enough 
testing and experience on the air fork 
when it was time to decide on the US 
specs," answered KTM R&D's Casey 
Lytle when we asked why the AER 48 
didn't come stock on the standard 
US SX-F bikes in 2016. "With the 4CS, 
good or bad, we knew what we would 
be getting." The WP AER 48 fork uti- 
lizes a split-function design with 
separate functions for each fork leg. 
The damping (oil, valves, adjusters) is 
housed in the right leg, while the air 
spring function is housed inside the 
left fork. The air spring is encapsulated 
and isolated from the fork seal, so in 
the event of a blown seal, the air pres- 
sure cannot be affected. The air spring 
is adjusted via a standard air fork 
pump (standard 450 setting is 10.8 
bar and the 250 standard setting is 
10.6 bar). Compression and rebound 
damping adjustments are made on 


clickers on the right fork-compression 
at the top and rebound on the bottom. 
The WP AER 48 fork weighs a little 
over three pounds less than the WP 
4CS it replaces. 

In addition to the WP AER 48 fork, 
the 250 and 450 SX-F Factory Edition 
machines receive a handful of other 
upgrades that make them different 
than the standard bikes. Both machines 
get orange-painted frames, black D.I.D 
rims (standard SX-Fs come with Ex- 
cel), and race-team graphics (the 250 
comes with Troy Lee Designs/Red Bull/ 
KTM graphics complete with Jessy Nel- 
son's number 13 and the 450 with Red 
Bull KTM graphics and Ryan Dungey's 
number 1). The 450 is outfitted with 
an Akrapovic titanium slip-on muffler, 
a pleated Selle Dalla Valle seat cover, 
and various white body panels, while 
the 250 features all-orange bodywork 
(including the airboxl), an adidas three- 
stripe seat cover, and an FMF Factory 
4.1 titanium slip-on muffler. 


ON THE TRACK 

Without a doubt, the 250 SX-F Factory Edi- 
tion is a great-looking machine from its all- 
orange bodywork and TLD graphics down 
to the cool adidas three-stripe seat cover. 
While the standard 250 SX-F fared well in 
our 201 6 250 Shootout finishing second, it 
left riders wishing for a little more low-end 
throttle response and better front suspen- 
sion action. Well, the FMF Factory 4.1 slip- 
on muffler provides a surprising improve- 
ment in overall power, including more 
initial snap and torque down low. We were 
caught off guard because low-end power 
is often affected most by the dimensions 
of the header pipe, and seeing as the Fac- 
tory Edition bikes maintain the same stocK 
headers (that we must point out require 
you to remove the top and bottom shock 
mount bolts and the main linkage nut and 
boltto remove), we didn't expect big gains 
down low. FMF proved us wrong on the 
250, and the smaller Factory Edition bike 
now boasts as much or more low-end than , 
any other production 250 bike. While we'll 
address the performance of the WP AER 
48 forks of both bikes later, we will say 
that had we included the 2016 KTM 250 
SX-F Factory Edition in our 250 Shootout, 
it might have won. 

The 450 SX-F, meanwhile, came away 
the winner of our 2016 450 Shootout in 




spite of the horrible performance of the ' ; 


4CS fork. The Factory Edition-fork aside- •- 
is a better-performing machine than the 
standard bike, thanks also to its slip'-on 
muffler. While the standard SX-F is sqper 
powerful with a hard-hitting low-end and 
midrange punch, the Akrapovic slip-on 
muffler gives the bike a powerband that'l^ ♦ 
every bit as awe-inspiring, yet easier to 
make good use of. Power rolls on smooth- 
ly right off idle, and the engine pulls hard 
throughout the RPM range with no mas- 
sive hits to catch you off guard. 
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RACE TEST 


BY THE TESTING STAFF OF TWMX 



THE FORKS ... WHAT ABOUT THE FORKS? 

We'll cut to the chase right from the 
get-go: We were pleasantly surprised 
by the performance of the WP AER 48 
air fork, and its performance and feel 
is head and shoulders better than the 
4CS fork it replaces. In fact, we'll go 
so far as to report that this is the most 
impressive production air fork we've 
tested (we have ridden with KYB PSF 
kit fork that's superior). 

Our issues with air forks in general 
are that although they are lighter and 
less expensive for manufacturers to 
spec than a mechanical spring fork, 
they require more testing and main- 
tenance than the average consumer 
is used to. Thus far, the AER 48 has 
proven impressive because unlike ev- 
ery other air fork we've lived with, the 
air spring pressure remains constant 
for weeks on end. Although it's still a 
good idea to check the pressure ev- 
ery ride to ensure proper setup, we've 
been surprised to find that since tak- 
ing delivery of the bikes over a month 
ago, the pressure has remained con- 
stant and does not decrease. 

The AER 48 has a plush feel in 
the initial portions of its travel that 
surpasses that of other air forks, and 
testers report that the WP front-end 
provides similar feel and feedback 
from the track's surface to the rider's 
hands as a well-set-up mechanical 
spring fork. Where the WP 4CS fork 
blows through the stroke and dives 
under heavy braking and low-speed 
impacts like steep jump faces, the AER 
48 exhibits much more control and 
predictability. The AER 48 stays nicely 
up in its stroke and in the comfortable 
portions of the damping in small- to 


THE VERDICT 

At $9,399 and $10,299 respectively, the KTM 250 
and 450 SX-F Factory Editions cost $1,000 more 
than their "standard" counterparts. Are they worth 
the extra dough? Well, even without the cool extras.^ 
like the race-team graphics and seat covers andfl^^ 1 
titanium slip-on mufflers, the exceptional perfor-^^^j 
mance of the new WP AER 48 fork alone makes our r 
answer a resounding, "Hell yes!" 


* 


Ml 


medium-sized bumps, and it has ex- 
cellent bottoming control and feel on 
the extreme hits. While the 4CS lacks 
bottoming resistance and suffers a 
horrible metal-to-metal "clack," the 
AER 48 grows increasingly firm at the 
end of its stroke and has a predictable 
feel upon bottoming. Furthermore, it 
doesn't rebound uncontrollably after • 
such impacts, and the fork's rebound 
damping settings do a great job of* 
keeping things trustworthy and pre-I 
dictable. The only complaint that we 
have with the AER 48 fork is a strange • 
clanking sound that it makes upon^ 
slap-down landings. Some testers felt- 
that a harsh feel accompanied the 
sound on said landings, but others 
only noticed the audible effect. Again 
we were only able to coax the sou 
out of the front-end when trying a dif- 
ficult jump for the first time and land- 
ing poorly or on single jumps that 
quire a hard front-end slap down. 

The lighter weight of the AER 
gives the front-end of the FE bikes 
lighter feel with less steering traction 
One of the greatest attributes of 
standard SX-F bikes is their excel 
lent front-end weight bias and 
cornering grip it yields, so we we 
understandably concerned when 
we noticed the slightly vague feel of 
the Factory Edition front-ends. We 
learned, however, that the upper fork 
tubes of the AER 48 are 12 mm lon- 
ger and that sliding them up 2 to 
mm in the triple clamps can drastical- 
ly improve the feel of the front-end 
in corners. With the sag set betwee 
1 05 and 108 mm, we were pleased 
find that the traditionally great 
cornering feel was restored. 


RIDER RICH. TAYLOR 


PHOTOS BY JORDAN POWELL 
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RACE TEST 


PHOTOS BY JORDAN POWELL 



RIDER IMPRESSION 


Rider: Rich Taylor 
Age: 47 

Height/Weight: 5'10", 175 lbs. 

Ability: Pro 

Bikes Ridden: 201 6 Husqvarna FC 450 


■ For the past few years, the bikes that I most look 
forward to testing are the KTM Factory Editions. It's 
pretty amazing that you can purchase a bike off the 
showroom floor that you could theoretically race a 
National on in stock condition, and I have praised 
the FE since it was introduced in 2012. It seemed 
the only issue I really ever had with the bikes was 
the performance of the forks. The WP 4CS fork has 
always baffled me. Why create such a trick 
bike and then put that horrible fork on 
it? I guess that KTM finally thought the 
same thing, and for 2016 they finally 
, changed the front-end! 

On the track, the engines of the 450 
and 250 were just as I expected them to 
be with great response and strong mid with lots 
of over-rev power. I already knew the 450 SX-F 
engine ripped, but I was super surprised at how 
fast the 250 SX-F was. There's a big uphill triple 
at the track we took delivery of the bikes at, and 
it takes everything that a normal 250 has to clear 
it. I overjumped it on the 250 SX-F FE like noth- 
ing! The motor is strong, and the electric start and 
hydraulic clutch along with an A and B mode map 
switch for rider preference and track condition 
are just a few more benefits that surely must have 
the Japanese OEMs scratching their heads. 



Okay, I know you want to know what I thought of 
the new WP air fork. Let's start by saying I'm not a 
fan of air forks. I really don't like the spring charac- 
ter of air forks in general, and I've even tested full- 
on works air forks that I still didn't like. I must say, 
however, that the new WP AER 48 fork for sure has 
a different feel than any other air fork, and I was im- 
pressed. Maybe it was because I had just ridden a 
bike equipped with a 4CS fork just before I hopped 
on the new bike, but regardless, I was stoked with 
the action. Unlike most air forks, I was able to get 
the front-end to settle in the turns while still hav- 
ing great bottoming action and mid-stroke control. 
I was still able to feel the front tire with these new 
forks, whereas most air forks have me feeling like I'm 
riding on marbles around the track. I did have one 
complaint, and that was on slap-down landings. If I 
landed a jump out on the flats or slapped the front 
wheel down, the AER 48 has a very harsh feel. I want 
more plushness in those situations, but overall this 
fork is about a thousand times better than the 4CS 
fork, and I would go as far as to say they're probably 
the best production air forks I have ridden to date. 

Overall, I can say that these are the best bikes 
you can buy straight off the showroom floor. You 
really don't have to do anything to them before 
you go racing. ^ 
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POWERHOUSE 

JGR MX HONDA CRFN50R 

DREAM DUILD 


BY THE TESTING STAFF OF TRANSWORLD M 0 T 0 C R 0 S S 
PHOTOS BY MIKE EMERY 


If money were no object and you could build your 
bike up any way you wanted, which route would 
you take? Knowing well that an unlimited budget is 
the stuff dreams are made of, we usually err on the 
conservative side when it comes to building project 
bikes for TransWorld Motocross. But after visiting the 
JGR MX facility in North Carolina this summer, we de- 
cided that it was time for a dream build. The Honda 
CRF450R is one of our favorite bikes to spin laps on, 
and its light, nimble feel and excellent handling and 
suspension make it a very trustworthy machine. What 
it's lacking, however, is horsepower, and its fairly flat 
low-end hit transitions into a decent midrange fol- 
lowed by an average top-end pull. 

THE PROCESS 

Based in Southern California, we've become spoiled 
with so much of the motocross aftermarket located 
within a stone's throw of our offices, and this particular 
project gave us a taste of how the process is for the oth- 
er 49 states. After speaking with JGR MX's chief retail 
engine builder, John "Bundy" Mitchell, about what we 
hoped to achieve with this build, he advised us to buy 
a large ice chest and ship the engine to him inside of it. 
To keep the JGR MX theme going, we also spoke with 
Joey Bray in the suspension department and discussed 
our desires for greater suspension performance. 

After removing the engine and suspension com- 
ponents from our test bike, we headed to the local 
Walmart to seek out some shipping containers. A 
large, hard-shelled plastic shotgun case was had for 
under $30, but a 60-quart ice chest ran close to $50, 
so we decided to go with a pair of 18-gallon plastic 
storage bins instead. After wrapping the engine in 
two old towels, we lined the base of the bin in crum- 
pled newspaper. After placing the engine inside, we 
packed more crumpled newspaper around and on 
top of it before duct taping the lid on. We then insert- 
ed the storage bin inside the second bin and taped 
the second lid on-big mistake. While the suspension 
components arrived safe and sound in the shotgun 
case, Bundy called us when he opened up the engine 


package and told us that a mounting tab had broken 
off the engine cases in transit. Although he gave us 
the "not-so-pleasing-aesthetically" option of fixing it 
at the shop, we opted to call our friends at American 
Honda for a replacement side case. The moral of the 
story? If Bundy tells you to buy an ice chest for ship- 
ping, do it. 

While JGR MX tore into our engine and suspen- 
sion, we went about assembling parts for the rest of 
the machine. The stock wheels on our CRF450R were 
pretty beat, so we called Colin Hincks at Faster USA 
for help. Faster USA has been building high-quality 
aftermarket hubs and lacing them up to Excel rims for 
years now, and we've always had great luck with their 
wheel sets as they are both strong and great looking. 
We turned to Cycra Racing for a set of its Powerflow 
plastic, which includes radiator shrouds and front and 
rear fenders that are designed to improve airflow to 
both the radiators and the airbox. 

Knowing well that Bundy would suggest comple- 
menting the beefed-up engine with an FMF Factory 
4.1 Megabomb Exhaust system, we ordered one from 
Jason McCune at Inside Line Connect and had it wait- 
ing for the reassembly. Although it's rumored that 
FMF's single-sided Honda exhaust produces more 
low-end punch, we had faith that the JGR MX mods 
would handle that and elected to stay with the cooler- 
looking duals. 

Pro Taper supplied a pair of its Fuzion bars in our 
favorite SX Race bend, as well as a Gold Series Chain 
and a set of MX Sprockets in stock sizes. In order to 
help slow the beast down, we went with an EBC Over- 
size Front Rotor Kit, which we've had great experience 
with in the past. A set of custom Factory Effex graphics 
and a Factory Effex gripper seat cover rounded out 
the aesthetics of the machine. 

A couple weeks after we shipped our engine and 
suspension off to the wizards at JGR MX, UPS deliv- 
ered our bike parts to us completely intact and ready 
to go. While our original shotgun case was used to 
return the fork and shock to us, our engine came back 
in the exact 60-quart ice chest with wheels that we had 


TWMX tester Jason Jones couldn't believe the big power 
output of the JGR MX Honda CRF450R. 
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ON THE TRACK 

To be honest, we were nervous when we first tried to 
kick-start the bike. Would it fire right up? Did we re- 
member to plug in all the wires in the right places? 
Was the engine damaged internally during shipping? 
Thankfully, all of our angst was for naught, and the 
JGR MX-modified powerplant roared to life on the 
third kick and barked with newfound authority. After 
running the freshly rebuilt engine through a couple 
heat cycles, we tucked our project bike back into the 
garage and waited with bated breath for the next day 
to arrive so we could take it out onto the track. 

From the photos in the feature, you already know 
that our dream build looks amazing, and believe us 
when we say that it performs as great as you would ex- 
pect it to. It's really hard to believe that the mild-man- 
nered Honda engine has so much additional poten- 
tial tucked away inside. JGR MX transformed the soft 
stock engine into a fire-breathing monster that sounds 
just as wicked as it feels on the track. It's hard to put 
into words the way that the CRF450R now sounds-not 
loud, per se, but deep, throaty, and mean. On the 
track, the Honda now has so much low-end throttle re- 
sponse that it was easy to get caught off guard by the 
hit. In order to smooth out the power delivery a bit, we 
dropped a tooth on the rear sprocket and found that 
it took away some of the jerkiness right off idle. For as 
big as the bottom-end punch is, the midrange surge 
is even stronger. Riding the CRF in third gear around 
the entire track was entirely possible without an over- 
abundance of clutch work. Where the stock bike might 
leave you wondering if you have enough power and 
acceleration to clear an obstacle on the track, the JGR 


MX bike leaves zero doubt and has more than enough 
boost to propel you over and above anything, includ- 
ing your competitors. While we found that the most 
efficient (and safest!) way to ride the bike is in a taller 
gear, relying on the newfound abundance of torque 
produced by the engine, the bike is absolutely wicked 
when you rev it out and slam through the gears ag- 
gressively. Up top the bike pulls notably further than 
stock, but when it signs off, it falls flat in a hurry. Like 
we said, short-shifting is the hot ticket. 


The JGR MX-modified CRF450R motor pumps out 
so much new horsepower and torque that we had to 
install a smaller rear sprocket to tame it down. 




Suspension-wise we're very pleased with the 
changes thatthe JGR MX shop performed. Offthe 
showroom floor, the KYB PSF2 fork has a tenden- 
cy to dive under hard braking and blow through 
the stroke on abrupt jump faces. The shock, mean- 
while, delivers a trustworthy and predictable ride 
in stock condition, and we asked only that it be 
stiffened up for our 1 95-pound test rider. 

Right from the get-go, it was apparent that both 
ends of the CRF had been firmed up considerably 
for more control and bottoming resistance, which 
allowed testers to charge harder into rough sec- 


tions of the track with greater confidence. The blow- 
through sensation on G-outs and steep jump faces 
was eliminated, and the front-end exhibits much 
greater mid-stroke control. JGR MX recommended 
36-37 psi in the fork, and that's right where we found 
the sweet spot to be with their new valving. 

As a package, our JGR MX Honda CRF450R is 
one of the most impressive project bikes we've 
ever put together. Truth be told, most of our proj- 
ect builds usually entail dropping off a bike at a 
shop and picking it up complete a couple weeks 
later, and that made this build all the more inter- 


esting and rewarding. From packing the engine 
and suspension up and shipping it across the 
United States to reassembling the motorcycle 
weeks after it was taken apart and trying to re- 
member exactly where every nut and bolt went, it 
was a thoroughly enjoyable adventure. 

JGR MX is best known for their team of fire- 
breathing Yamaha YZ450Fs piloted by Justin Bar- 
cia, Weston Peick, and Phil Nicoletti, but trust us: 
The team in North Carolina can make any brand 
motorcycle outperform your wildest dreams. 

Just don't skimp on the ice chest. 





RIDER IMPRESSION 


Rider: Jason Jones 
Age: 17 

Height/Weight: 6'1", 195 lbs. 
Ability: Novice 


The 2016 Honda CRF450R has been labeled as the bike that doesn't 
pack much of a punch, but JGR MX has more than fixed this issue. From 
my very first lap, I realized the bike had an insane amount of power. While 
it was somewhat intimidating at first, I was able to start making great 
use of the power once I got more comfortable. The powerband is never- 
ending, and I was amazed at how the bike pulls from the very 
bottom all the way to the top. FMF's Factory 4.1 Megabomb 
system broadens the range of power. The engine has a very 
hard hit and shifts from one gear to the next with ease. JGR 
MX installed a full Hinson Billetproof clutch system, which 
remedied the Honda's trademark clutch fade. 

The stock CRF450R had many issues for me in the suspen- 
sion department, and I always need to stiffen my suspension because 
of my weight. With the air fork, I had an issue of properly balancing the 
air spring with the small-to-midsized bump performance that I wanted. 
JGR MX's setup is nice and firm on landings or hard hits, yet still plenty 
compliant on the smaller stuff. They also fixed the problem of the shock 
riding too high coming into corners, and the bike has a much better 
overall balance. Needless to say, this CRF450R is leaps and bounds bet- 
ter than stock! P’ 



PRICE LIST -JGR MX 

REM Transmission $379.99 

Carillo Rod $279 

Full Hinson Billetproof Clutch $11 54.95 

CP Piston (14.2:1 kit) $325 

Del West Valves $720 

Web Cams $656 

Web Cam Valve Springs With Titanium Retainers $403 

XC2 Valve Seats $126 

XC2 Valve Locks $62.30 

Web Cams Intake Buckets $1 27.50 

Port and Polish Cylinder Head $595 

Web Cam Valve Guides $90 

GET Ignition $899 

8-1 0 Hours Assembly Labor $960-$1 200 

Labor To Tune Ignition Box $120 


PRICE LIST -OTHER 

Factory Effex Custom Graphics $1 89.95 

Factory Effex Number Plate Backing $59.95 

Factory Effex Seat Cover $79.95 

Cycra Powerflow Plastics Kit $1 69.95 

Faster USA Wheel Set $979.95 

Pro Taper Fuzion Handlebars $1 29.99 

Pro Taper Gold Series Chain $84.99 

Pro Taper MX Rear Sprocket $64.95 

EBC Oversized Contour 280 mm Front Brake Kit $21 5.99 

FMF Factory 4.1 Exhaust $899.99 

Works Connection Elite Perch $1 55.85 




® YAM AH A \ 


t Ymwa 


THE FOUNDATION OF EVERYTHING VISUAL 




©YAMAHA 
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072 



073 


L ANTONOVICH 
D DONN MAEDA 


REACHING THE FINISH LINE 



■ Andrew Short is one of the last 
remaining members of the old 
guard, a man who has seen the sport 
change substantially over 16 years 
on the starting line. He was here for 
the switch from two-strokes to four- 
strokes, the economic golden era 
in the early 2000s and the financial 
fallout over the last seven years, and 
the progression of riding styles. Short 
has remained a constant through it all, 
and every alteration has helped him 
become one of the best riders in the 
sport-a front runner in the field that's 
turned over more than a few times. 

Alas, Andrew Short's time is com- 
ing to a close, and at the conclusion 
of the 2016 season, he will step away 
from professional motocross. Retire- 
ment has loomed over the Colorado- 
raised, Texas-residing racer for a few 
years now, and the decision to stop 
soon is his own choice. "Everyone 
wants to end on their own terms, and 



I know that's not always a possibility, 
but I didn't want to have any regrets," 
The 33-year-old says. "There are a lot 
of other things in life that I want to 
experience, and a lot of them are on 
dirt bikes, but maybe not at the races. 
It's something I don't wantto end, but 
at the same time there are different 
chapters in life, and this one is com- 
ing to a close." 

Short actually considered ending 
his career in 2015 when his contract 
with BTO Sports KTM was in its final 
year. "I thought last year was going 
to be my final season, honestly," he 
admits. "When I hurt my knee in New 
York, it wasn't the way I wanted it 
to end. And then in the outdoors I 
had some issues, so I felt like I would 
have had some regrets." Unsatis- 
fied with the results, Short and the 
team agreed to extend the contract 
through 2016, enough for one last 
run around the country. 



The purpose of 2016 isn't just a 
final quest for podium finishes, but 
also so that Short can fully appreci- 
ate the experiences that come each 
weekend at the track. "I want to 
maximize everything I can and each 
day for what it is," he adds. "I want 
to work as hard as I can so that I get 
the best results and won't look back 
like I just went through the motions. 
That's my main goal." 

While Short is known for his lev- 
elheadedness, he confesses that 
he can be swept up in the moment 
and allow nuisances to fog his per- 
ception of the job, an emotion only 
maturity can control. "Don't get me 
wrong, I get frustrated quite often, 
and the older I've gotten the tough- 
er it seems each year," he declares. 
"There are always things you want 
to improve on, but you have to have 
maturity to look forward and under- 
stand the situations you're in." 
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At what point is one considered a 
true "professional racer"? Is it when 
the money coming in is more than 
the expenses? When one knows 
they won't be forced to work a ran- 
dom job between motos? Or when 
there's enough money in an account 
for life after racing? Even though 
Short has definitely "made it" in all 
three scenarios mentioned, he can't 
pinpoint when it happened to an 
exact moment in his career. "You 
don't know if you've made it or not 
until you look back, I guess. I think 
that's the mentality for motocross- 
that you're only as good as your last 
race," he muses. "It's a cruel world 
in that sense, but it's a fact, and it's 
what I think drives people to the 
addiction of racing. There's always 
another race and something to look 
forward to. I'm going to have to have 
to find a way to replace that in life." 

This will be a big change for every- 
one involved in Short's life, especially 
his family. He and his wife, Jacki, first 
met when they were just teenagers 
at amateur events, and their children 
(daughter Emma and son Hudson) 
have grown up at the track. "I think 
we're both in the same situation and 
have a lot of thoughts about when it's 
going to stop," he notes. Did having 


I 


a wife and kids influence the decision 
to retire? In a small way yes, but Short 
claims they've always been able to 
keep the two very important parts 
of life from negatively affecting each 
other. "When you're on the starting 
gate, everything else goes in a box! 
and you're just focused on the track.! 
Away from the track, yeah, it changes! 
life quite a bit. It was an adjustment, 
but I was fortunate that my wife was 
a racer, too, and she allowed me to 
focus when I needed to train or race." 

Stashed away in one small ga- 
rage at the family farm is a surplus 
of consumable items, including tires 
and oil, "just in case people forget 
about me and stop sending things," 
he jokes. That's highly unlikely see- 
ing how Short has longstanding 
relationships with some of the big- 
gest brands in the sport and even 
a lifelong contract with FLY Racing 
apparel, yet he knows how much life 
will change once he's away from the 
pit area. "That's what I think I'll miss 
the most-being around people that 
have the same passion as I do," he 
says. "Obviously it's business for ev- 
eryone, but it's a lifestyle, too. What 
am I going to do when I'm sitting at 
home and not surrounded by people 
like that? It'll be a big adjustment." 



LIFE ON THE FARM- 
SHORT SPENDS MUCH OF 
HIS TIME RIDING AT HIS 
PRIVATE TEST TRACK IN 
RURAL TEXAS UNDER THE 
WATCHFUL EYES OF HIS 
TRAINER, SEIJI ISHII, 
AND HIS MECHANIC, 
NATHAN ALEXANDER. 

THE THREE HAVE BEEN 
TOGETHER FOR YEARS AND 
WILL GO THEIR SEPARATE 
WAYS AT THE END OF 2016 
WHEN SHORT RETIRES 
FROM RACING. 
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Smart and well liked by many, 
Short could easily find a new place 
in the pit area come 2017. That's not 
something he's worried about right 
now, though, since he'd rather focus 
on what lies immediately ahead rather 
than the near future. "If opportunities 
to stay in the industry pop up, I'd love 
to be a part of it. I feel like I have a 
passion for it, but for now I'm just try- 
ing to focus on racing 100 percent," 
he says. "I don't want to feel like I left 
something on the table, because that 
would be cheating the people that are 
supporting me to go race or myself." 

In all reality, Andrew Short could 
race for much longer. "Most of the 


time I'm riding some of the best 
tracks with one of the best bikes in the 
pits, so I don't have much to complain 
about," he shares with a sense of ac- 
complishment. Still faster than most 
and with a lifestyle that's dedicated 
to motocross, he could seek out a 
couple more years and a few big 
paychecks. Except that's not Andrew 
Short. To just shuffle through the final 
years of his career would basically be 
sabotage to himself and his status 
in the sport. "To be able to live my 
dream is something I almost didn't 
think was possible as a kid in high 
school," he reflects. "And it's been so 
much more than I ever thought." ^ 



COVERAGE 

WITHOUT 

COMPROMISE. 

Featuring the Human Motion* hinge system, the K8 knee 
brace uses patented synthetic ligaments to provide 
durable, secure motion for an incredibly natural feel. The 
lively polymer hinge and lightweight pre-preg carbon fibre 
frame combine to create a chassis that feels like a part of 
you The K8 also features a modular design, allowing you 
to add or remove impact panels for multi-sport versatility. 


THE ULTIMATE 
TECHNOLOGY 


Total Comfort 

Zero Pressure points 


Carbon Frame 

Light and low profile 


Lightweight 

490 Grams 


Human Motion 

V J Natural knee support 


|TJ| Precise & Secure 

1 11 J Uncompromised fit 

S Multi Sport 

One brace for all 


Medical Device 

Confidence 


(To) Warranty 

12 Months 


WES 




MIKE EMERY D: NIKON D4S, NIKON 14-24MM 2.8G, ISO 1 25, 1 /1 600TH @ F5.6 FLASH: TWO R E M OT E -T R I G G E R E D OFF-CAMERA STROBES 








CLOUD TODA | 774 COMPOUND, JAPAN 

P: DONN MAEDA D: CANON EOS 1 DX, CANON 70-200MM 2.8L, ISO 800, 1 /1 600TH @ F9 



EUROPEAN ELECTRIC KARTS I INSTANT ACCELERATION I UP TO 45 MPH I 1 INCH OFF THE TRACK 
EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF RACING AT NORTH AMERICA'S PREMIER INDOOR KARTING CENTER 


- PHOENIX, - CARLSBAD ■ IRVINE ■ ANAHEIM - TORRANCE - ONTARIO - SANTA CLARA ' SAN FRANCISCO - SACRAMENTO - SAN DIEGO, - DENVER, ■ FT. LAUDERDALE ' MIAMI ■ ORLANDO 
ATLANTA, -KAPOLEI, -BUFFALO GROVE 'ADDISON, -INDIANAPOLIS, -KINGSTON, -ALBANY 'POUGHKEEPSIE, - AUSTIN ' HOUSTON 1 SAN ANTONIO ' DALLAS, -SALT LAKE CITY, -SEATTLE 
OPENING SOON! -MEXICO CITY LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE I (888) K1-KARTS I K1SPEED.COM D00 






JUSTIN BOGLE | PETCO PARK, CA 

P: RYNE SWANBERG D: NIKON D4, NIKON 300MM 2.8, ISO 2500, 1 /1 600TH @ F3.5 



CINEMATIC MADE 

AUTOMATIC 


Only with Smart Shots. 
Only with SOLO 





THE SMART DRONE 


Solo is the only drone in the world 
powered by dual computers, one in the 
drone, and one in the controller. This 
intelligence ushers in a new era of 
automated flight and advanced camera 
control, we call “Smart Shots" that 
ensures you get all the footage you 
want every time you take to the air. 


(S) Orbit 

GET A HEROIC 
"WRAP-AROUND" SHOT. 


(S) Cable cam 

LOCK ONTO A VIRTUAL CABLE 
TO KEEP SOLO ON TRACK. 

Q Follow 

GO HANDS-FREE: SOLO FOLLOWS 
YOUR EVERY HOVE. 


( 2 ) Selfie 

PUT YOURSELF IN THE CENTER 
OF A SCENIC AERIAL PULL-OUT. 







OPENING CEREMON 


ES | ANGEL STADIUM, CA 

D: NIKON D4, NIKON 14-24MM 2.8, 


ISO 50, 3 0 S 


FI 6 


P: RYNE SWANBERG 


cylinder- works . com 






JASON ANDERSON | ANGEL STADIUM, CA 

P: MIKE EMERY D: NIKON D 4 S , NIKON 300MM 2.8, ISO 4000, 1 /1 600TH @ F4.0 
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GREEN WITH ENVY 


Pro Circuit is proud to team up with factory racing team 
Monster Energy/Kawasaki and their riders Eli Tomac and 
Wil Hahn to deliver legendary performance in 2016. 



T-6 STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUST SYSTEM FROM s 779.95 
Ti-6 TITANIUM EXHAUST SYSTEM FROM 5 999.95 


WORKS b PLATINUM pipes from 5 zz9.95 
R-304&304 SILENCERS S L34.95 Tl-Z SILENCER S 3Z9.95 




ENGINE SERVICES & MODIFICATIONS 

AVAILABLE FOR TWO-STROKE & FOUR-STROKE BIKES 



TWIN AIR FILTERS 

FROM 5 Z9.9S 


9 

• • 

ENGINE PLUG KITS 

FROM 5 69.95 



LAUNCH CONTROLS 

S L09.95 


SUSPENSION SERVICES (STANDARD & MINIS) 

TUNING FOR SHOWA, KYB, WP ANO OHLINS APPLICATIONS 



WORKS ONE SNAPBACK 
5 Z4.95 


1 
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MONSTER 
ENFRGY 
PRO CIRCUS 


r 


KUDOS TEE 

S Z4.95 


PRO CIRCUIT OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTORS 

lOTOVIi BBSES RftRIS 

FOLLOW US 

n # 0 procircuit78 Q procircuitinc 





WWW.PROCIRCUIT.COM 






COOPER WEBB | PETCO PARK, CA 

P: RYNE SWANBERG D: NIKON D4, NIKON 70-200MM 2.8G, ISO 3200, 1/1 600TH @ F3.5 





RYAN DUNGEY | 
P: MIKE EMERY 


P ETC O PARK, CA 

D: NIKON D4S, NIKON 300MM 2.8, ISO 1 250, 1 /1 600TH @ F4.5 





IT’S OUT THERE 
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MOTOTASSIIMARI 


FEATURES 

PRE-CURVED REED PETAL ENSURES BETTER 
SEAL COMBINED REED TIP AREA INCREASED BY 
10.5% WIDER REED CAGE FOR MAXIMUM FLOW 
EXCEPTIONAL HORSEPOWER GAINS ALL-NEW 
EXCLUSIVE REED PETAL MATRIX LONG REED 
STOPS ADDED TO PROGRESSIVELY SLOW PETAL TIP 
VELOCITY FOR INCREASED DURABILITY AVAILABLE 
ONLY FOR SELECT KTM AND HUSQVARNA MODELS 


The VForce4 took very little effort to install, and incredibly, it made for a 

vital power improvement. — Dirt Bike Magazine 

VIVE LA 

The VForce3 reed valve system improved the boost in the upper midrange 
and wants to let the bike rev to the moon. — Dirt Rider Magazine 


FEATURES 

INSTANT ACCELERATION ULTRA CRISP 
THROTTLE RESPONSE BROADER PEAK POWER 
SIGNIFICANT HORSEPOWER GAINS EXCLUSIVE 
CARBON FIBER REED PETAL MATRIX INCREASED 
REED PETAL LIFE DUE TO LESS STRESS ON REED 
PETALS UNMATCHED EFFICIENCY DUE TO 
DOUBLE THE REED TIP SURFACE 



@mototass / mototassinari.com 




Choose between American made sintered 
MXS pads for longest life or UK made carbon 
“cool running” X-pads for enduro use. 


CX-EXTREME MOTO-X ROTORS 

• Lightest weight of all 

• New Vee-notch pattern 

• Made with premium quality German 
mill rolled stainless steel, heat treated 
and tempered to give best life without 
crack failure 


Oversized moto-x and supermoto 
rotor kits enhance braking and 
include relocation brackets 


Also available DRC-F - 
The toughest Off-road 
clutch kit yet 


UK FS BRAKES 


www.ebGbrakes.com 






STADIUM PLATE CYCRAUTE FRONT FENDER 

Extended legs protects triple clamps Patented Powerflow air channel 
Increased clearance for cables & vented back maximizes cooling 


STADIUM PLATE CYCRAUTE FRONT FENDER 

Extended legs protects triple clamps Patented Powerflow air channel 
Integrated cable guide design & vented back maximizes coding 

with increased clearance 



S^Dmmtranswcirld 
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SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY! 

YOU’RE WELCOME 




Hesitating is one of the worst possible things you can do riding a motorcycle. If you ve 
ever had an ankle injury you know what it’s like to be thinking about a big impact instead 
of focusing on riding your best. Fastway by Pro Moto Billet’s innovative AIR EXT footpegs 
feature an extension designed to provide ankle support upon hard hits, giving you the 
confidence to charge harder and take your speed to the next level. 
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♦ Performance enhancing ♦ Incredible strength and ankle support + ught weight .85 lbs per set 
Sculpted from premium 2024 Billet aluminum ♦ 100% made in the USA by elite engineers and machinists 
Designed to shed mud and debris Patented Fastway adjustability, height, traction, and camber 
♦ Killer looks Comes with 10mm cleats, and 12mm cleats ♦ Requires fit kit 
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AIR EXT 

FOOTPEGS 


PROMOTOBILLET.COM 
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WINTER’S HERE! 

GET READY FOR SOME GREAT RIDING 


Q www.osetbikes.com 
B info@osetbikes.com 


Electric trials bikes for 3 - 12 year olds 
Available in 12.5, 16.0 & 20.0 sizes 


TAKING FUN SERIOUSLY 


V. 303 990-2390 
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MOTO MALL 



www.CrankWorks.com 



• Custom Suspension Revalving 
& Rebuilding. 

• DLC, Kashima Coatings. 

• Complete Bike Repair & 

Engine Rebuilding. 

• High Performance Race 
Motors. 

• Race Cams, Big Bore Kits. 
strmoto@gmail.com 

www.str-mx.com 

www.shocktherapyracing.net 

745 W Lambert Rd. Brea, CA 92821 



Parts & 
Accessories 




SUSPENSION SERVICE 


1 420 S.R1TCHEY ST. UNIT D. 
SANTA ANA, CA 92705 


SHOiun 


TECHNIC A 

(714) 541-5218 
www.enzoracing.com 



VH-SPORT 

sport motorcycle carrier 

(chock /hitch sold 

Find a Dealer Near You 
Toll Free: 888-818-9915 

www.versahaul.com 



Performance Links 
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FASTERUSA WHEELS 


- 100 % US machined 



EXCEL ==. 


951-600-7048 sales@fasterusa.com 

USA 


billet 6061 -T6 hubs. 

- 5 Axis CNC machining 
in house for factory 
level parts. 

- Hubs accept stock 
bearings, spokes 
and spacers. 

- All major models 

- Free freight to 
lower 48 states. 

-These are the 
highest level of 
wheels on the 
market at competitive 
pricing. 



never transport your motorcycles without one 


f ^0 fei 949.500.6929 
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800 805 1516 


from 


Honda (09+) Yamaha (09+) KTM (2011+) 
Kaw (09+) Suz (2010+) & Husq (2014+) 
Improves handling, balance and 
rear wheel tracking 


RIDE ENGINEERING.COM 














MOTO MALL 



HARDENED STEELTEETH LAST 

300% LONGER THAN ALUMINl 


<WWW:5UPER5PROXU5i.COM 

us patent#7,48i,729 B2 / eu #03792104.6 Order Now: (951) 637- 0895 



Now available through Tucker Rocky, 
Magnum Distributing, 
and Southern Motorcycle Supply 




NO MORE 
BOIL 
OVER! 


• Will not boil over - 
Boils at 375F, 
protects below -40F 

• Operates at standard 
temperature range 

• Doesn’t build 


vapor pressure, 
gentle on 

system components 
• Lifetime coolant - 
No need to change out! 



ADVERTISE IN MOTOMALL! 

Contact John Simanovich 760.722.7777x1 98i 


john.simanovich@transworld.net 


M" 



270mm 

BRAKE 

KITS 

$170 , 


FOOT PEGS 


[SMlWH EEHS: 


BRAKE 
PEDALS 
\ $79 


LEVERS 

$39each 


MXiWH EELS] 

$359n$399j 


Warp9Racing.com 


Complete .with 


Ca/i: (801) 699-7979 


Rotory& r Sprocket 









UNIVERSAL 

TRAINING WHEELS 


• Fits any 50cc Bike 

• Adjusts to Terrain & 
Skill Level 

• Solid Steel with CNC 
components 

• 8” Four-Ply Tires 

$ 129.99 



KNOBBY CUTTING TOOL 


Cut New knobby edges 
Easy to use Heated Cutting 
Tool 

Sniper Grooving Head for 
Custom Traction 
Get NEW! Traction 
on Worn Tires! 

$ 79.99 

P/NTD4 



HOUR METER 

• Easy Install 

• No Power or Ground Required 

• Water & Shock Proof 

• Use on any 2/4 Stroke 
Motorcycle 

$ 34.99 


HardlineProducts.com 


2016 Hardline Products, Inc. 






4 Cycle Single Cylinder 

Ftii SfMtiic hcity [>r* Oil 
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4 Cycle Single Cylinder 
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S/UIMO 

1 Liter C 1.056 QTS. 
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SPANNER 


PHOTOS BY MIKE EMERY 


TROY LEE DESIGNS / REDBULL / KTM’S COLTER AHRENS 


Rider: Alex Frye 
Hometown: Denver, Colorado 
Years Wrenching: 4 
Rider: Alex Frye 

Past Riders: Brandon Rangel, Matas Inda, 
Nick Schmidt, Davi Millsaps 


■ Most people working within the motorcycle industry come from humble beginnings of two-wheeled 
dreams at a young age. Colter Ahrens, whose story is no different, grew up zipping around on the family 
Suzuki JR50, and he later bought a bike of his own at age 1 6 after saving enough money from working 
a part-time job. Riding and racing locally for fun, Ahrens eventually discovered that this passion for 
motocross would evolve into a career down the road, and the path he followed came after a decision 
to change schools during his first year of college at Colorado University in Boulder. "I spent a large part 
of my childhood with my dad in the garage because he was a car mechanic," he says. "I had a lot of 
interest in the mechanical side of things, and when I was at Colorado University, it kind of just all came 
together, and I realized what I wanted to do with my life. I just packed up and moved to the East Coast 
to attend MMI-I started chasing the dream." The day Ahrens graduated from MMI, he moved straight to 
California and began working with Naveen Dassanayake from Powered By Naveen, to whom he credits 
a lot of his quick success. 

Working as Nick Schmidt's mechanic full-time these last two Supercross seasons, Ahrens became a 
familiar face within the race scene and always strived to make a positive impression on his peers. When 
the Troy Lee Designs/Red Bull/KTM team had a job opening for a race team mechanic, Ahrens was 
helping Davi Millsaps in between team changes, but he quickly applied. He was given the position of 
wrenching for Alex Frye, a young rookie out of Maryland slated to make his Supercross debut in 2016, 
and Ahrens saw his career dreams realized after only five years of hard work. We caught up with him for 
some details on the rookie's KTM 250 SX-F. 





Handlebars: Alex runs the Renthal 999 bars, and 
we cut 5 mm off each side, so they are 1 0 mm nar- 
rower than normal bars. He's a little bit shorter than 
other riders, and it helps him with the handling, so 
he likes that. 

Levers: Alex has a little bit of a bad habit of run- 
ning his levers down pretty low, and his trainer and 
the team manager wanted him to bring them up a 
little. He would sometimes ask me, "Hey, can you 
put the levers down a little?" but he's really open 
and accepting and listens and tries to improve 
with advice from the team. 


Engine Package: We get our motors sent over 
from KTM Factory Services, and they pretty much 
handle everything to do with that. Each rider may 
have a little different setup power delivery-wise, 
but the engine guys at KTM Factory Services take 
care of that, too. 

Gearing: For Supercross we're running a 13/50 
gearing, which we found he liked the best for track- 
ing through the whoops. The whoops are a big part 
of his rookie year for Supercross-they can be really 
intimidating. It takes a lot of confidence, and he's 
really embracing it and taking it head-on. 


Stopping Power: Brembo gives us an option for 
the front caliper, and he likes the oversized caliper 
that has a more plush feel but is much more pro- 
gressive and responsive. It's actually the size of the 
piston inside the caliper; the rotor size is the same. 

Factory Fresh: He's really pleased with the bike that 
he's on right now compared to what he's ridden in 
the past. He feels good on the bike and is beyond 
stoked about it. He's the type of rider that is super 
thankful and appreciative of everything. If some- 
thing needs adjusting, he lets me know, and he's 
always really responsive to testing. He has a pretty 
good knack for feeling the bike underneath him. ^ 
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